Angiotensin receptor subtypes in the brain.
Development of specific angiotensin II receptor ligands has recently provided evidence for the existence of two angiotensin II receptor subtypes, termed AT1 and AT2, which differ in their signal transduction mechanisms and in the effects they mediate. In brain, both receptor subtypes are present. Most of the known central actions of angiotensin II, for example the regulation of blood pressure and of electrolyte and water balance, seem to be mediated by the AT1 receptor, while the role of the AT2 receptor is still an enigma. This review by Thomas Unger and colleagues summarizes the current knowledge and latest hypotheses in this rapidly developing field.